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Mayor Coleman Names Marnie Wells Second Shift Coordinator
Julie Schultz Brown to Chair Second Shift Commission
(Saint Paul)  -  Mayor Chris Coleman today announced the appointment of Marnie Wells as the city’s first Second Shift Coordinator.  Wells will be charged with the development of Mayor Coleman’s Second Shift Initiative, which is focused on providing after school opportunities for children.  

“We were looking for a talented administrator to build this program from the ground up and we certainly found that in Marnie Wells.  She will bring to the city  years of experience serving children, and I am very confident in her ability to make our vision a reality,” Coleman said.

Wells brings more than 15 years of experience in creating collaborative partnerships between non profits and government agencies to the City of Saint Paul.  She served most recently as the Vice President of Community Programs for Camp Fire USA where she implemented a youth development partnership model that more than doubled program participation.  

“Providing out-of-school time opportunities for our children is not just the right thing to do, it is central to Saint Paul’s economic future.  One of our most significant challenges as a city—and as a region—is to prepare our children to become the backbone of an increasingly knowledge-based economy.  We need to mobilize every sector of our community to make sure that all our children—especially those challenged by poverty-- are reading at grade level, that they graduate from high school and that they enroll in  college or vocational programs.  The Second Shift will promote existing efforts and be a catalyst for new partnerships that will support our families and our schools by extending the learning day for our children.  I’m looking forward to working with Marnie and the Second Shift Commission on this unprecedented effort,” Coleman said.

As Second Shift Coordinator, Wells will work with the Second Shift Commission, a diverse partnership of public, private and non-profit organizations whose membership Mayor Coleman also announced.  

Chaired by Education Activist Julie Schultz Brown, the commission will promote effective programs, encourage additional collaboration, identify and resolve gaps in service and create clear points of access for families, volunteers and community sponsors.  The need for a commission was articulated at the conclusion of Mayor Coleman’s Second Shift Summit which brought together more than 300 people before he took office to examine what can be done to increase students’ access to after-school programs.
“We know there are gifted people working all over Saint Paul to provide after-school opportunities for our kids.  We know there are dozens of non-profits and foundations working to provide resources for our kids, and we certainly know our educators are working tirelessly to provide the best possible education for our kids.  What is missing is a central organization dedicated to bringing these people, resources, and educators around one table to make a difference for our kids, and that is what I hope comes from this effort,” Coleman said.  

Mayor Coleman’s Second Shift Commission

Name 


Occupation
Chair:  Julie Schultz Brown
Marvin Anderson

Executive Director, Everybody Wins!

Tamaye Caennaideaca
Parent

Nickya
Cogshell

Urban Youth Development Director, 4-H and U of MN Extension

Billy Collins


Executive Director, YWCA

Julie Johnson


Chair for Museum Leadership, Science Museum of Minnesota

Peter Pha


Member, Saint Paul Parks & Recreation Commission 

Peggy Knapp


Associate Producer, Center for Global Environmental Education

Laura La-Croix-Dalluhn
Executive Director, Youth Community Connections

Roy Magnuson

Teacher, Saint Paul Public Schools

Corliss Outley


Assistant Professor, University of MN

Mary Planten-Krell

Executive Director, Face to Face

Nan Skelton


Co-Director, Center for Democracy

Victor Vang


Community Member/Former Recreation leader

Levin Dorothy


Curriculum and staff development, Saint Paul Public Schools

Gilbert Zamora

Asst VP, Boys and Girls Club of the Twin Cities

Farah Gedle


Community Activist with Somali Youth and Education
A youth member will be determined from the Youth Commission.
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